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The best place to start looking is at home (.  Look for something that you like to do.  I mean something you really, really, really like to do!    

STEP ONE:  Define a broad area that you would like to study.  


People


Animals

Music

Television


Clothing

STEP TWO: Start reading GENERAL things that are in the area you have defined. This is not the time to read detailed scientific journals.  During this time read newspapers, general magazines, science magazines, science books, etc.

Write down ideas that sound interesting to you in this area.


What makes a person be involved in gangs? (people)

   
How can I best train my dog?  (animals)

  
What is the difference between music and noise?  (music)


What TV shows do people watch?   (television)

   
Which winter clothing is really best?  (clothing)

STEP THREE: Begin to read in more detailed scientific journals.   Look for something that you can gather data on.   You want to be able to experiment, measure and gather numbers.   That is what a great project is about.     Now, read MORE.  Read MORE.   Read MORE.   Get into more detailed journals as you go along.

Now, a topic will present itself.  


Is there a direct correlation between drug activities and gang membership? (people)


Does the length of training session with a dog have a marked difference in retaining the skill? (animals)


What is the best type of clothing to wear during winter months for greatest protection from the cold?   (clothing)


Does violence on television have a greater detrimental effect on children between  the ages of 3 – 6 or 6-12?   (television)


Does temperature have an effect on the ability to tune an instrument?  (music)

These sound like award winning science projects.  Now, guess what you need to do. Yep, you guess it, read, read and read some more to make sure that you develop a well defined procedure that will lend itself to data collection and analysis.  
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